Regular Meeting
January 19, 2021
5:30 p.m.

The Board of City Commissioners for the City of Herington, Kansas met at City Hall at 5:30 p.m. on the above date - the following being present: Mayor Debi Urbanek, Commissioner Bell, Commissioner Curtis Hartman, Commissioner Vance Donahue, Commissioner Castleberry, City Manager Branden Dross, City Attorney Brad Jantz and City Clerk Megan Lawrenz. Also, in attendance were Chief John Matula, Isabel Schmedemann, Bryan Coffey, Ed Mueller, Larry Mann, Carl Urbanek, 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Urbanek called the meeting to order. A motion was made by Commissioner Donahue, seconded by Mayor Urbanek to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting January 5, 2020. Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss and Action to Elect Mayor – Commissioner Donahue motioned to elect Curtis Hartman for Mayor. Motion died for lack of a second. Commissioner Bell made a motion to elect Debi Urbanek for Mayor, seconded by Commissioner Hartman. Motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Donahue casting the dissenting vote.

Discuss and Action to Elect Vice-Mayor – Commissioner Bell motioned to make Curtis Hartman Vice-Mayor, seconded by Mayor Urbanek. Motion carried 5-0.

Public Forum – Larry Mann- Thank you to City Manager and Commissioners for all the work done on N 10th. Thank you to the Employees. 

Additional Agenda Items – None

Approval of Agenda – Mayor Urbanek motioned to approve the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Bell. Motion carried 5-0.

City Update of COVID-19 – Weekly conversations with County. Confirmation that Community will be set up for City Employee vaccinations. Starting next Monday from 3 to 6pm. Then the second dose will be 28-days later the 1st of March. All city staff that tested positive or were quarantined are back at work.

Street Department Update- Lake Department is working on rebuilding picnic tables and trash can holders. Cemetery Department has been removing trees. Street Department has been patching streets and working on the pontoon boat. Vogts Parga should be back tomorrow and will be working on the sidewalks by the pool and handicap ramps. 

Discuss and Action on Proposed Street Improvements – Wanting to approve approximately $260-275k for street improvements. Leo Schlesener feels that this is a good time to start these projects because Schilling was awarded the HWY job and will be setting up a site in White City. Product cost will be lower because distance to deliver is shorter and oil prices are down. Funds will come from Water, Street, Special Highway and 2006 Sales Tax. The streets were rated by Kaw Valley Engineering, and this plan focus’ on the worst rated streets spread across town. Mayor Urbanek motioned to allow staff to seek bids for street work, seconded by Commissioner Donahue. Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss and Action on Resolution for State Assistance on 205 N 10th. Mayor Urbanek motioned to approve the resolution for State Assistance on 205 N 10th in the next sequential order. Seconded by Commissioner Bell, motion carried 5-0.

Discuss and Action on Logan Pointe Lot Sale Authorizing Mayor to Sign the Contract – Mayor Urbanek motioned to approve the Mayor to sign the Logan Pointe Lot sale contract. Seconded by Commissioner Hartman. Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss and Action on Proposed KMEA Pre-Delivery Fund Allocation. No action taken. Commissioners requested the City Manager investigate different grant opportunities for backup generators.

Update on Midway Farms Property at the Airport – City Manager Dross informed the Commissioners what the possible terms were for the least at the Airport. Current negotiations were under fair market value. It was the consensus of the Commissioners for City Manager Dross to hold to a fair market value amount.

Update on Herington Municipal Hospital – Herington Municipal Hospital CEO Isabel Schmedemann read a written statement. CFO Bryan Coffey spoke and answered questions regarding the Hospital and the closure of the Hillsboro Health Clinic.

Discuss and Action on UPTICC Application from the Family Resource Exchange for $5,000 – Mayor Urbanek motioned to approve the $5,000 UPTICC Grant for the Family Resource Exchange. Seconded by Commissioner Bell. Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss and Action on CVB Application for Lauren Spelts Term to Expire 1/18/2023 – Mayor Urbanek Motioned to Approve Lauren Spelts CVB Application term to expire 1/18/2023. Seconded by Commissioner Hartman, motion carried 5-0.

Discuss and Action on the Reappointment of Mayor to the Flint Hills Regional Council Board of Directors – Commissioner Bell motioned to reappoint Mayor Urbanek to the Flint Hills Regional Council Board. Seconded by Commissioner Hartman. Motion carried 5-0.

City Manager Comments – City Manager Dross thanked the community for their participation on the walk with the City Manager. Lapel mics have been ordered. Looking into refinancing the Bonds. Joined Mainstreet for grant opportunities. Met with the CVB today. Mentioned Gov. Kelly’s digital tax.

Commissioner Castleberry – No comments.

Commissioner Donahue – Welcome Commissioner Castleberry and good job Branden.

Commissioner Hartman – Welcome Commissioner Castleberry and said that he has been hearing good comments from the Community lately.

Commissioner Bell- Welcome Commissioner Castleberry.

Mayor Urbanek – Lake Software. Training is on the 27th. 

Adjourn – Commissioner Hartman made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Commissioner Donahue. Motion carried 5-0.





							___________________________________
							Megan Lawrenz, City Clerk



