





REGULAR MEETING


November 3, 2015





The Board of City Commissioners of the City of Herington, Kansas met at City Hall at 6:00 p.m. on the above date—the following being present:  Commissioner Michelle Stanford, Commissioner Kitty Walter, Commissioner Mark Hager, Commissioner Kat Souza, City Attorney Brad Jantz, and City Clerk Debra Wendt.  Mayor Chuck Miller was absent.  The meeting was conducted by Vice-Mayor Stanford.  





The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner Souza had a question on the minutes of October 20, 2015 about the condemnation hearing for 401 North E.  A motion was made by Commissioner Hager, seconded by Commissioner Souza, to approve the minutes.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”  A motion was made by Commissioner Hager, seconded by Commissioner Stanford, to approve the minutes of the special meeting of October 26, 2015.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”  Appropriation Ordinance #P1025-15 was discussed and reviewed.  





No one spoke at the public forum.  There was one additional agenda item.  Commissioner Souza added an executive session to discuss non-elected personnel as #13A.  A motion was made by Commissioner Souza, seconded by Commissioner Hager, to approve the agenda, with the addition of #13A.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”





The proposed lease for the Lake House was discussed.  Jan Kimbrell said that the VFW Post 1281 is the Boy Scouts charter organization, and a lease would need to be signed by the VFW.  She also proposed that the City would provide the electric, water, and sewer, and the Scouts would provide propane, insurance through the VFW, and a list of inventory being stored at the house.  It was determined that Brad had enough information to develop a lease for both parties to consider.





Chelsea Morris of USDA Rural Development was present to discuss funding for the proposed power/water plant project.  She noted that the City would qualify for up to 45% of the project as a grant.  A 40 year loan with a fixed rate of 2.625%, with a general obligation or revenue bond as collateral could be used for funding.  Chelsea explained that the interest rates change quarterly.  Also needed would be a copy of the master plan, a preliminary engineering report, and an environmental review.  She added that Kansas Rural Water Association would be available to assist with the environmental reports.  As far as the time frame, applications are accepted year around.  Buck Driggs asked if the electrical portion of the project can be included.  It was decided that Chelsea will start on the preliminary paperwork and report on her findings by the next meeting, and that the Commission will continue to review all of the project options.





Several condemnation resolutions were considered.  All of them would give the owners 60 days from the publication of the resolution to have the structure repaired or removed and the premises made safe and secure.  If this is not done, the City could remove the structure and bill the property owner, and if the bill is not paid, the cost would be assessed to the property as a special assessment.














RESOLUTION NO. 875





A RESOLUTION FINDING THAT THE STRUCTURE LOCATED:  222 WEST MAIN STREET; PARCEL ID 0212611203020007000; SEC 12 TWP 16 RNG 4; LOTS 15, 16, 17; BLOCK NO. 118 TO 131; SUBDIV TOWN OF HERINGTON, OF THE CITY OF HERINGTON, DICKINSON COUNTY, KANSAS, IS UNSAFE OR DANGEROUS AND DIRECTING THE STRUCTURE TO BE REPAIRED OR REMOVED AND THE PREMISES MADE SAFE AND SECURE.





A motion was made by Commissioner Stanford, seconded by Commissioner Hager, to adopt Resolution No. 875.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”





RESOLUTION NO. 876





A RESOLUTION FINDING THAT THE STRUCTURE LOCATED:  320 NORTH FIRST STREET; PARCEL ID 0212611203007002000; SEC 12 TWP 16 RNG 4; LOTS 2 AND 4; BLOCK NO. 8; SUBDIV TOWN OF HERINGTON; OF THE CITY OF HERINGTON, DICKINSON COUNTY, KANSAS, IS UNSAFE OR DANGEROUS AND DIRECTING THE STRUCTURE TO BE REPAIRED OR REMOVED AND THE PREMISES MADE SAFE AND SECURE.





A motion was made by Commissioner Hager, seconded by Commissioner Stanford, to adopt Resolution No. 876.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”





RESOLUTION NO. 877





A RESOLUTION FINDING THAT THE STRUCTURE LOCATED:  5 WEST WALNUT STREET; PARCEL ID 0212611203038001000; SEC 12 TWP 16 RNG 4; LOTS 1 AND 3 BLK 32 REPLAT; BLOCK NO. 32 SUBDIV HERINGTON ADDITION; OF THE CITY OF HERINGTON, DICKINSON COUNTY, KANSAS IS UNSAFE OR DANGEROUS AND DIRECTING THE STRUCTURE TO BE REPAIRED OR REMOVED AND THE PREMISES MADE SAFE AND SECURE.





A motion was made by Commissioner Hager, seconded by Commissioner Walter, to adopt Resolution No. 877.   The vote passed 3-1, with Commissioner Stanford casting the dissenting vote.  





The content and location of signs that are being provided by Leadership Dickinson County was briefly discussed.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.





Contracting with the League of Kansas Municipalities for background checks for the City Manager candidates was discussed.  The cost would be $40-$50 each, but one would be provided through the “LEAPS Lite” contract.  J.R. Sparke asked if background checks would be done on all eighteen candidates.  Commissioner Souza said that the top candidates would be announced soon.  A motion was made by Commissioner Stanford, seconded by Commissioner Walter, to contract with the League of Kansas Municipalities to do background checks on City Manager candidates.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”





At 6:38 p.m. a motion was made by Commissioner Souza, seconded by Commissioner Stanford, for the City Commission and City Attorney to go into executive session for twenty minutes to discuss non-elected personnel.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”  At 6:58 p.m. the meeting was back in regular session.  No action was taken.





At 7:00 p.m. a motion was made by Commissioner Stanford, seconded by Commissioner Hager, for the 


City Commission, City Attorney, and Interim City Manager to go into executive session for ten minutes, attorney/client privilege, matter related to litigation.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”  At 7:10 p.m. the meeting was back in regular session.  No action was taken.





Debbie announced that Russell Almes has been hired as the new Police Chief.  Michelle asked about the lease with the American Legion, and told Dave Jones that the cost to have the department heads at a meeting was $579.51.





The Commission discussed possible meeting dates for a special meeting.  A motion was made by Commissioner Stanford, seconded by Commissioner Hager, to call a special meeting for Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at City Hall at 5:30 p.m. to discuss non-elected personnel.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”





Commissioner Hager requested a written report on the status of the voltage change.  The Police Chief Selection Committee was commended.  Commissioner Souza said that all of the boards and committees are not reporting to the City Commission, with the exception of the Library.  Everyone was encouraged to attend various Veterans Day activities, and it was noted that the “Truck or Treat” activity was a great success.





A motion was made by Commissioner Hager, seconded by Commissioner Souza, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried, all voting, “Aye.”





										


										            Debra Wendt


									                              City Clerk


























